
The Soil 
A wonder beneath our feet

What do Roquefort cheese and tuberculosis have in common: the soil! The very 
specific taste of Roquefort cheese is due to Penicillium roqueforti, a fungus found in the 
soil and streptomycin, the drug used very efficiently against tuberculosis, was extracted 
in 1943 from Streptomyces griseus, another soil fungus.

The soil is crucial for our everyday life. We use the soil, walk, drive and build on it. 
In a word, we live from the soil. The soil not only enables us to grow our orchards and 
vegetables, it is also provides us with an incredible variety of goods and services. It helps 
to prevent flooding, offers up building materials, keeps us in good health as well as 
inspiring legends and works of art…

In the present book, the authors describe this often poorly known wonder. What in 
essence is the soil and how is it generated? Which organisms inhabit it? How does water 
circulate within it? How can the soil help reduce the impact of climate change? All these 
aspects and many more are clearly dealt with in this remarkably illustrated volume.
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“The most competent experts have got together 

to help us discover the soil, our vital partner in 

life itself. And understanding how ignorant we 

are, they have greatly simplified their explana-

tions. The proof of their success? I understood 

everything and enjoyed it immensely!”

Érik Orsenna,  

member of the French Academy
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You can order from your bookshop, 
or from the Belin website (www.editions-belin.com)
or by filling in the form below and returning it to the following address:

Éditions Belin • Service Relations Clients - VPC • 8, rue Férou 75278 Paris Cedex 06

Title Code Price Quantity TOTAL

The soil 70118349 24.90 € _ _ _ _ _ _._ _ €

+ Packing and shipping costs

_ _ _. _ _ €To mainland France 4.00 €

To all other destinations 11.00 €

TOTAL COST OF MY ORDER _ _ _. _ _ €

Please find enclosed

 A cheque payable to Editions Belin

 A money order

 Details of my bank card/Visa card:

Card number:  Expiry date:  Cryptogram (three numbers): 

Signature

Delivery address

Surname:  First name(s): 

Address:  

City, Postcode, State:   

Country: 

Email address: 

• I wish to be kept informed of Edition Belin’s publications.
In accordance with the provisions of the law of 6th January 1978, you have the right to access the 
above personal information and/or to ask Editions Belin that it be modified.

Special offer valid until 31/12/2017

8349_flyer_sol_anglais.indd   2 18/10/2016   14:55


